
 

 
What is Referencing and why should I reference? 

 
Referencing is an acknowledgement of the sources that you have read and that you have used to support your own theories and arguments throughout your assignment. All works that you 
have used during your research must be referenced in your assignment including quotations, theories, imagery, websites, Gen AI, statistics, diagrams etc. 

 
Referencing when done correctly provides evidence of the following: 

 
• Shows your supervisor/lecturer the scope of reading and research that you have carried out. 
• Allows your supervisor/lecturer to access material that you have read or cited. 
• Referencing gives credit to the original author (recognising his/her intellectual property) and also adds credibility to the claim or hypothesis that you are proposing. 
• Correct use of referencing will also allow you to strengthen key arguments throughout your research with direct quotations etc. 
• Correct referencing will also allow you to demonstrate your own academic integrity and honesty. By accurately acknowledging the works of others through referencing, you 

cannot be accused of plagiarism. Plagiarism is effectively the use of someone else’s words, ideas etc. without proper acknowledgment. This topic will be addressed in more 
detail in some of our other guides & resources.  

 
 

Types of Referencing Styles 

There are many different referencing styles including Harvard, APA, MLA, IEEE, Chicago etc. all of which are covered in our various guides. 

 
• There are various referencing styles used throughout the uiversity and many departments insist on a particular style.  

Before starting on your assignment, you should talk to your lecturer or supervisor and find out which referencing style is required by that department. 
 

• No matter which style of referencing is used, you must be consistent and abide by the rules governing that referencing style. 

 
Creating a Bibliography or List of References at the end of your Assignment 

 
• A common trait among all styles is that every citation within the text must be referenced in full at the end of the document in a ‘list of references’ or ‘bibliography’. 

 
• A bibliography is a full list of the material you have read for your study even if you did not cite it specifically in your report. 

 
• Many students also include a reference section at the end of their document. This is a complete list of specifically cited works throughout the document and is listed in alphabetical 

order. A reference section should not be confused with a bibliography which also includes works read but not specifically cited in the document. 
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